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Presidential  
 
Having studied the Presidentials in other magazines, I realise where I’ve been going wrong all these months.  Not 
once have I mentioned the weather, which is generally how most of them begin.  This is a dreadful oversight on my 
part which I will now rectify. 
 
It’s raining, and, if the sound from the blocked gutter outside my bedroom window is anything to go by, has been for 
much of the night.  I can’t say I approve, especially as I’m about to head south for Potters Bar where I’m booked to 
give a lecture to the Merlin Magical Society this evening. What’s worse – the weather girl tells me it’s about to cheer 
up in the north and get progressively more miserable down south.  Typical! 
 
Ah, well, on the plus side it’s taken me two paragraphs to say that, so I’ve almost fulfilled my word count quota for the 
month. 
 
Visiting other societies certainly adds variety to my magical year.  I was in Nottingham last week, boring the pants off 
them for a couple of hours.  Despite that, they were very friendly, made me endless cups of tea and even gave me a 
club badge which I may wear to the next meeting to confuse you all.   
 
Merlin and Nottingham were founded in 1930 and 1939 respectively, so they’re even older than us. Which brings me 
neatly onto two recent developments.  As you know I’m currently writing a History of the Society – with lots of help 
from Brian and George. I recently sent a letter to The Budget in the hope of unearthing a few more nuggets of 
information.  I’ve only had two replies so far, but both have been very helpful, with two members from the 1960s, Ian 
Stuart and Don Jeffrey, contacting me with photos and anecdotal information. I still have several trips to Harrogate 
Library lined up to verify newspaper reports, but hope to have the whole thing done and dusted before the end of the 
year. 
 
On Monday, 14 June some of us are off to Huddersfield for the always well-worth-attending ‘Meet the Presidents’ 
evening.  There’ll be entertainment from John Kimmons, Thom Peterson and Al Conway – as well as the traditional 
pea and pie supper.   Those of you who won’t be there will get a full report at the next meeting.  Apparently, I get in for 
free – I hope that doesn’t mean I have to buy the drinks. 
 
And the day after, unless Mike can drag someone in off the street, I’ll be heading over to Leeds to judge their in-house 
close-up/stand-up and mentalism competitions.  That will ensure I get booed off the stage by all but three people when 
we visit them in July. 
 
It’s a hard life.  But someone’s got to do it.   
 
Till next time, keep up your good work – whatever it is. 
 
J 
 
Meeting Theme  : LMA Visit  
 
On Monday, 17 May we were entertained by several members from Leeds Magical Association: Alan Beet (compere), 
Alan Miller, Sam Haywood, Jack Henderson, Graham Roe and Mike Coyne. A varied and thoroughly entertaining 
show ended with a demonstration of dice stacking with no fewer than 24 dice stacked in a single go. Standing in for 
James Ward, who was away on holiday, President-Elect Clive Cullum welcomed and thanked the team from Leeds. 
We'll be returning the compliment when we visit Leeds on 13 July. 
 
This was a fantastic evening of magic from everyone at Leeds. For me the highlight was the dice stacking, the amount 
of dice stacked in one go must have been extremely difficult. 
 
I apologise that this write up is very limited, but I was that engaged in the performances that I forgot to write anything 
at all! 
 
 



 
 

Editor – Neil Bradley-Smith 
HSM News Online – hsmnews.webeden.co.uk 



 
 

Editor – Neil Bradley-Smith 
HSM News Online – hsmnews.webeden.co.uk 

 



 
 

Editor – Neil Bradley-Smith 
HSM News Online – hsmnews.webeden.co.uk 

 
 

News 
 
Society Visits  
 
Don't forget that in July we have 2 visits to other societies! These are outside of our normal meeting slots. The first is 
to Leeds on 13 July and the second to York Society on 14 July with our normal meeting the following Monday (19 
July) - More info on times and travel arrangements will be given nearer the time. 
 
Members Present  
 
·  Members present at the March meeting: 
 

Neil, Bob, David, Adrian, Dan, Rex, Brian, Steve, Clive, Joe, Marcus, Mike (although really there as a Leeds 
member!) 

 
·  Apologies for absence: 

 
Jim, Stuart, George, Denys 

 
Next Meeting  
 
DATE: 19 June 2010 
TIME: 20:00 
VENUE: Harrogate Conservative Club 
 
THEME: Teach Us A Trick : Stevie B 
 


