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Editorial  
 
Welcome to the March issue of ‘The Society’. Firstly I hope everyone has a good Easter! This is my first editorial so 
I’m going to keep is short and sweet (I don’t want to bore you all too much!) There is a small news section this month 
but nothing new on the where to find magic front. There is however some important news about the next meeting so 
make sure you read everything carefully! 
 
That’s it for this month! I told you it was short and sweet! 
 
Hope you enjoy this issue and see you on the 19th. 
 
Neil 
 
Presidential  
 
Rhubarb, rhubarb, rhubarb.   (I’m thinking of testing my theory that no one reads my Presidential!)  On the other hand, 
possibly some do, and I don’t want to lose all credibility.  Not yet, at any rate. 
 
It’s hard to believe a year has passed since Bob left the room for two minutes and I pinched his chair while he was 
gone. Though nothing earth-shattering has happened in that time, we’ve put on a couple of shows,  had the British 
Ring President,  Shirley Ray, and her husband as guests at our annual dinner (which not too many societies can 
boast), and moved to new premises in the heart of Harrogate.   
 
The great thing, from my point of view, is that I had nothing to do with any of the above – all of which grew out of 
moves or suggestions from George, Bob and Brian. Ideas for forthcoming activities – whether themes, exchange visits 
and the like – have also come from other members, while Clive is busy drawing up our revamped rules and 
constitution. Though we’ll all play our part in the proposed show at the Frazer Theatre, Bob has done much of the 
legwork in arranging the event, while Mike is already dreaming up cruel and inhuman ways to lick us into shape. 
 
Last year, a few members took part in inter-society competitions, and this year others are planning to do the same. It’s 
invidious to name names, and if I name any more we’ll be here all night. But without people to run our finances, 
newsletter and day-to-day administration, to represent us elsewhere – whether in competitions or in the magic press – 
or simply to turn up every month and contribute to our meetings, there would be no Society; or, at least, not the 
healthy one we’re lucky enough to have. 
 
Which is the point I want to make this month. Every single member has contributed, does contribute and, I know, will 
contribute to our ongoing success. So as the second year of my presidency beckons, I want to thank you all for 
making it so easy. Quite honestly, I hardly need to be here. Which is just as well, as you probably don’t notice me 
most of the time. 
 
Go on – who am I? 
 
No, I thought not. 
 
But seriously, to those of you who do read these Presidentials, thanks for all your help in making the Society such a 
pleasant, friendly and helpful place to be. 
 
Till the next time, rhubarb, rhubarb, rhubarb. (That’s for those of you who read the opening line, then jumped straight 
to the end!) 
 
J 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Editor – Neil Bradley-Smith 
HSM News Online – hsmnews.webeden.co.uk 

Meeting Theme  
 
The theme for the last meeting was ‘Marcus, teach us a trick’. This was a great evening of learning especially from me 
as someone who doesn’t perform much with coins apart from the coin unique! (There’s a link to another section of the 
newsletter there!) 
 
I have attached the material given to us by Marcus for the effects shown to the end of the newsletter. 
 
As well as Marcus teaching us 2 tricks we also had some other magic to the evening. 
 
Brian  
Brian showed us 2 effects. The first was a ball penetrating a solid piece of glass, and the other was the steel ball 
through the brass tube trick. Both were very good effects. 
 
Stevie and Stuart  
We were given a mini master class by Stevie and Stuart on the Elmsley count as well as a few effects to use them 
with. Thanks for that guys! 
 
I wasn’t very on the ball at this meeting so I only jotted down notes of the above mentioned. If I have missed you out 
then I will apologies now! 
 
News 
 

A VERY SPECIAL LECTURE! 

·  We have an unexpected bonus at our next meeting (19 April).  Following the AGM, we’ll enjoy a one-hour lecture 
from Richard Special.  Richard is a successful full-time close-up magician, corporate and children’s entertainer, 
who works across the UK.  He’s also a member of the IBM and The Magic Circle. 

As well as some card and coin magic, Richard will talk about his work: how he gets bookings and goes about the 
business side of magic.  He’ll show us how to mark up cards for one of his effects, so bring a deck (and, I guess, a 
pen – or two).  He’ll also show us his Coin Unique routine so, if you have one of these in a drawer, bring that 
along, too. 

If you want to check out Richard’s website, go to:  http://www.tricku.com 

·  There is also a write up of Blackpool on the website but for anyone who doesn’t have access to the internet I have 
also attached this to the end of the newsletter. 

·  Rex brought up the possibility of Harrogate going over to York to entertain them and in return they would come to 
us next year. The date has been decided for 9 June at the Shepherds Club, York. 

Where to Find Magic  
 
Nothing to report on this month... 
 
Members Present  
 
·  Members present at the March meeting: 
 

Neil, Stuart, Marcus, Bob, Stevie, Joe, Brian, Rex, George, David, Adrian, Clive 
 
·  Apologies for absence: 
 

Jim, Mike, Denys 
 

I forgot to make a note of who was at the last meeting so if I’ve forgotten anyone I apologies now! 
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Next Meeting  
 
DATE: 19 April 2010 
TIME: 20:00 
VENUE: Harrogate Conservative Club 
 
THEME: AGM and a special lecture 
 
 
FEVA – August 14 2010  
 
FEVA was one topic of conversation at the last meeting, so thought I’d just write a brief overview. Everyone at the 
meeting was asked to give a commitment to the show and the list stands as follows, although I’m sure this is subject 
to change. 
 
Compere: 
·  Stevie B 
 
Performers: 
·  Marcus and Stuart 
·  David 
·  Bob (bookings permitting) 
·  Brian (possible) 
·  Neil (possible) 
 
To decide:  
·  Clive 
·  Rex 
·  Adrian 
·  Mike 
 
More information will follow at meetings in the coming months. 
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A PERSONAL REPORT BY CLIVE CULLUM 
 
  
The number of dealers increases each year and compared with the past when there were established magic studios it is quite 
apparent that many are now setting up internet businesses from home. 
  
Some haven't any useful background knowledge of magic and are only there to sell stock they have acquired. Perhaps we should 
say does it matter if we know what we want and can get it - and often more cheaply with the competition. Nevertheless it was 
interesting looking around the dealers' hall and one tends to do this in between lectures and other events when as far as I am 
concerned one meets old friends to stop and have a chat. 
  
I bought one or two items. It is sometimes difficult to decide whether to buy an effect until one has seen it and that is what I am sure 
appeals to many magicians and to have so many dealers under one roof!  
  
I often do not buy something immediately I see it (unless it was already known and being sought as I did with the trick "Captivated") 
because money might be better spent elsewhere. It does not always work out like that as I saw a book on the stand of Magic Books 
By Post but later it had been sold - and I didn't make a note of the title and author!! I wonder if I contact them to say where the book 
was located and what it was like they would recognise it ?! We shall see. 
  
One last comment on the dealers - there were bargains to secure (if so inclined) during the last two hours of opening. This was not 
just foreign dealers not wishing to transport stock back to their place of business but some others putting DVDs in bundles for a 
marked down price and some offering an additional effect on a purchase. In earlier Conventions there was often a trick of the 
Convention that everyone wanted.   Examples are Peter Kane's "Wild Card" and the coin penetration using rubber damm.   One 
misses this. There were dems at some stands drawing crowds; particularly I noticed Elmwood and Adrian Sullivan but no 
outstanding personality drawing larger than normal crowds as used to be with Ken Brooke. 
  
The performers (9 of them) in the British Magical Close-up Championship gave a nice variety of performances and not all 
cards. Johan Stahl's act I liked for its simplicity with moves using only a bowl, pen and small cube. 
  
As far as the lectures were concerned I particularly enjoyed and will mention Mark Mason (with his "Twisted Blizzard" cards and 
"Crossed Word". He also repeated his by now famous method of forcing a card); David Kaplan (with his trigger electronic system 
for music and special effects - expensive but extremely useful for a regular stage performer); Henry Evans (for his deck and card 
switches with the use of spring flaps and his card under a glass using a paper money/card flap); Banachek (not for any new 
methods but for his presentations); John Bannon (for his thoroughness and originality as one would expect from the inventor of 
"Twisted Sisters"); Yigal Mesika (for his thread work). 
  
Also for the first time for some years I decided to go to two children performers' lectures - Jimmy Carlo and Oscar Munoz and 
enjoyed this a lot. Both meet the challenge of present day clever sophisticated children in their presentation. Jimmy Carlo's 
treatment of young assistants was a lesson for us all. 
  
The Intercontinental Stage Magic Championships were held on Saturday evening with two U.K. and one Austrian and two Korean 
performers.  One can only be struck by the elegance of movement of the Asiatics.  This was followed by Cirque Du Magie with 
David Kaplan (doing comedy juggling), Clive Webb and Danny Adams (in a clown slapstick "dodgy decorators " routine - and you 
should have seen the mess on the stage afterwards! ), Banachek (with surefire direct mentalism delivered at a pace. My only 
criticism is that for me and probably the British public he was too busy and his speech too rapid), David Williamson (fooling about 
as usual), David and Dania (with their often seen quick change act as always wonderful to see). 
  
The Sunday night Gala Show in the past (and in spite of Ken Dodd) has ended at 11 p.m. This time it ended (with Ken Dodd told to 
be brief) at 11.45 p.m. There were 8 performers before the interval and 3 afterwards. The first "half" ended with the illusions of Russ 
Stevens and the second "half" with the illusions and razzmatazz of the U.S.A. performer Franz Harary. Every time one sees 
illusions nowadays one is struck by the modern dramatic effect achieved compared to those of earlier eras. Robert Harbin would be 
proud. 
  
The annual Murray awards were presented to John Pye and Jack Devlin. The Ken Dodd Comedy Trophy to Clive Webb. 
  
In conclusion there is no doubt that the Blackpool Convention has grown with the appeal to magicians from abroad - there were 
several Asian , Germans and others from Europe . 
 

Clive Cullum 
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Coin from Cards (Michael Ammar)  

1. Finger palm coin in left hand 
 
2. Hold pack of cards in left hand 
 
3. Spread the pack and ask spectator to select 2 cards 
 
4. As they point to each card, push the card out 
 
5. With right hand hold the pack together, move left hand up behind the two chosen cards and clip them 
with your thumb (hiding the palmed coin behind the two cards.) 
 
6. Put the pack to one side. 
 
7. Bend second finger of left hand, nipping coin behind the cards between second finger and thumb of left 
hand. 
 
8. Pull top card off and turn over to show audience, (e.g. "The four of clubs - it doesn't really matter what 
they are...") 
 
9. Replace first card and peel off second card showing it to audience. 
 
10. Repeat moves turning cards back over. 
 
11. When replacing last card make sure coin is BETWEEN the cards. 
 
12. Ask spectator to hold out his hand. 
 
13. Hold cards by the sides and allow coin to slide down the chute created by the cards onto spectator's 
hand. ("I like using cards to make money!") 
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