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Editorial  
First of all thanks to Jim for rustling up a presidential in about 30 seconds! I managed to forget to email Jim about his 
presidential and he kindly wrote one this evening in time for me to get the newsletter out to the non-internet users in 
time for the meeting on Monday, because as usual I'm rushing around writing it at the last minute! 
 
I've always wondered how many people actually read the entire newsletter! As you can see the online version has 
changed format again slightly - I thought rather than have lots of pages for one newsletter why not keep it all to one 
page so that way you know you're reading this month’s issue rather than a different month’s! There are still other 
pages, for example the news page is still active so you can refer back to some older news items. I've also left the 
articles and Tricks page active if you want to read or use any of the older material there too. You can access the 
active pages from the links at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Has anyone else been to the Yorkshire Show this year? I went on Tuesday and it was a great day out! Loads to see, 
some of it I remember from the last time I went about 5 years ago and some new stuff, but all good fun! No magic 
though!! 
 
Well I think that's all I need to tell you this month! See everyone on Monday! 
 
N 
 
Presidential  
Clive recently told me how delighted he is that I’ve instituted the ritual of writing a Presidential each month, and that, 
when he takes over next year, he plans to double the length and probably knock them out once a week. 
 
It’s all right, Clive, I’m only joking. I appreciate I may have set a rod for my successor’s back, and his, too.  What I 
should do is just read the Budget’s version each month and adapt as necessary. However, I don’t really have the 
experience to advise you all on how to improve your magic, and I’m not getting up to anything exciting, such as flying 
to New York to exchange gifts with the President of the Harlem Society of Prestidigitators. 
 
That said, I am getting around several other magic clubs this year.    After visiting Leeds, Nottingham and Potters Bar 
earlier in the ‘season’, last week I pitched up at Bolton to deliver my lecture on ‘Mind, Mirth and Magic’.  For those of 
you who suffered my test outing back in February, you might like to know that not one of the original tricks has 
survived into July.  (Though they live on in the lecture notes which, at £10 – including a CD and printed copy – are 
selling remarkably well and more than paying for my petrol money.) 
 
The Bolton venue was fascinating. The club meets at the Doffcocker Inn (try saying that quickly after two pints of the 
local brew – Holt’s), a delightful ‘Edwardian folly’. Rebuilt in 1901, it’s a so-called ‘calendar pub’ with 4 floors (one for 
each season), 7 rooms to each floor (one for each day of the week), 12 cellars, 52 doors and 365 windows.  Later this 
month, I’m off to Cambridge.  I don’t think they meet in a pub, but, founded in 1919, they are one of the world’s oldest 
magic societies. Bolton, by contrast, must be one of the youngest, having been set up as recently as 1995. 
 
This week, as a club, we visited Leeds and York and put on two shows on successive evenings. I think – hope – we all 
had fun, and it was certainly nice to get in some ‘real life’ performing time for those of us who don’t get out much.   At 
Leeds, I bumped into Ali Cadabra, whom I had met at Potters Bar last month.  I feared he’d been sent to reclaim the 
fee they’d paid me, having discovered that none of my tricks worked, but it seemed he knew one of the Leeds 
members and hadn’t, after all, been despatched to hunt me down like the dog I was. 
 
George did a great job MC-ing the Leeds show, while Mike ensured things ran smoothly at York.   (And Rex filled us 
up with chips in the interval.  Thanks, Rex!) Thanks to the rest of the cast, too – Bob, Brian, Clive, David, Marcus and 
Stevie – for sterling efforts on both nights.   
 
Next month, we take the Frazer theatre by storm. Something like that. 
 
Till then, keep your sponge balls out of the heat and yourselves out of trouble, 
 
J 
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Meeting Theme – Stevie B – Teach Us A Trick  
 
So... This month it was the turn of Stevie to pass on some wisdom to us all. He kindly showed us 3 tricks: the mouse 
trap card tick, balloon animals correctly choosing our selected cards and a card that can penetrate plastic! 
 
Mouse Trap Card 
The first effect shown was how a mouse trap knew the chosen card just by passing it by. When the selected card was 
passed by the mouse trap it would snap shut on the card catching it! A really good effect and a sneaky method to 
catch the correct card! 
 
Balloon Animal 
Stevie's second effect was again very clever. He started off by asking for a card to be selected. It was then returned to 
a small packet of cards. Stevie then started to make a balloon dog (I think it was a poodle!) The cards were placed in 
the dog’s mouth and with a few nods of the head all the dropped to the floor except one, which turned out to be the 
selected and signed card! 
 
Card in Bag 
The final effect that was shown was a rather more impromptu version of what I know to be Jay Sankey’s "Airtight". A 
card was selected from the deck, signed and returned. The deck was then put into a large, clear plastic bag where 
they were shaken and shuffled up. Stevie then grabbed one of the cards from the outside of the bag and pulled it 
through the plastic to reveal it was the earlier selected and signed card. A fantastic effect! 
 
Thank you to Stevie for showing us 3 great effects! 
 
News 
 
Frazer Theatre 
At the June meeting we had more talks about the Frazer Theatre show and some concerns about insurance among a 
few other things were raised. It was also mentioned about Neil being in the technical box to give the theatre staff some 
direction on music and lighting, although we need to know the set up before anything can be decided. 
 
We also talked about walk on and walk off music as well as each individual act’s music. Bob was going to try and 
source some pieces but I'm sure we will discuss everything connected with the show at the next meeting as this will be 
our last meeting before the event. 
 
If anyone does have any more ideas and suggestions to be raised at the next meeting can they please let Jim know. 
 
Broken Wand 
It was announced at the last meeting that Tony Clarkson of the Northern Magic Circle had passed away. 
 
Rule Change 
Clive has also finalised the rule changes and everyone was happy with them. They will now come into effect. 
 
Harrogate Society of Magicians inter-society visits : Leeds and York  
 
July saw us go to both Leeds and York to show them some of our magic! This was the return visit for Leeds who came 
across in May to perform for us. The visits were to give us an opportunity to practise our sets for the upcoming Frazer 
Theatre show at the FEVA Festival in August. 
 
I was unable to attend either visit due to work commitments but by all accounts they were 2 good evenings. Jim has 
written a little about the visits in his Presidential so I will leave it at that! 
 
Let’s hope for more inter-society visits in the future. 
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Members Present  
 
·  Members present at the March meeting: Clive, George, Jim, Rex, Joe, Neil, Stevie, Brian, Mike, David, Adrian, 

Bob 
 
·  Apologies for absence: Marcus, Stuart 
 
Next Meeting  
 
DATE: 19/07/2010 
TIME: 20:00 
VENUE: Harrogate Conservative Club 
 
THEME: Loading and Stealing Gimmicks 
 


